LORD   HALIFAX
This very weighty and elaborately argued inclina-
tion towards Collective Security, a thesis which I have
telescoped into a few sentences, encouraged a number
of people to jump on to the scales on the side to
which Lord Halifax was clearly leaning. His speech
had followed at a very short interval a douche from
Simon deluging the notion of wider obligations with
his own icy discouragement. Eden and Churchill put
down a resolution asserting in terms support for
Halifax's policy and urging a far greater effort of
rearmament. About thirty more or less important
names were added to the resolution. At once the
Government circles bridled. This specific approval
of Halifax and what he had said was rather irra-
tionally held in some quarters to be an attempt to
embarrass Chamberlain!
It was as though men did not know that a Foreign
Secretary was supposed to speak the collective mind
of the Cabinet. How could Halifax's speech have
been made without Cabinet consultation of a partic-
ularly strenuous and unusually fruitful kind? Poland,
Rumania, Greece and Turkey were speedily guaran-
teed and Conscription was introduced. The offending
resolution, which did no more than accelerate or
anticipate the Government's decision, was obligingly
withdrawn.
How Lord Halifax enjoyed the effort of trying to link
arms with Moscow, which must often have seemed to
him to embody anti-Christ, baffles conjecture* In the
light of his behaviour as Viceroy of India one is
inclined to think that he approached the job without
so much prejudice as a goodly proportion of his
colleagues. But he might well prefer the enterprise
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